88         THE HEAET OF BUDDHISM
Mm thus : ' 0 sir, the mother of Nokula came at a very tender age to my home. And since that day, she has not, I think, been unfaithful to me even in thought. I would be with her in the next life as well as in this.'
And the mother of Nokula also came to the Blessed One and said, ' 0 sir, since I was brought as a very young wife to the house of Nokula's father he has not, I think, been unfaithful to me even in thought. I would fain be his in the next life as in this.'
Then the Blessed One spoke : ' If man and wife wish to be together in the next life as in this, let them be peers in faith, peers in morality, and peers in liberality and wisdom: then shall they meet in the next life.
When man and wife are peers in chastity, In faith and righteousness and charity, When each the other serveth lovingly, Then shall they dwell in bliss and health. Their foes shall grieve to see their wealth : And since in all things they are peers Rebirth in heavenly realms is theirs, And gladly each with other shares The bliss they've won in lower spheres !'
NOTE
This is a question which naturally exorcises tlie mind of Buddhists, and the chances of re-union are, according to this teaching, so slender that the most orthodox believer is often a heretic in this one respect. When we reflect that it is the common belief that a good woman will bo reborn as a man, it will be seen how far the teaching here given is from satisfying the craving of their hearts. Nevertheless, they would account for the phenomenon of * love at first sight' in this way: the lovers wore together in a former birth, and when Karma brings about a mooting